
Welcome Sophomore & 

Junior Families

September 3, 2015



College Rep Visits at Connelly

ÅStudents are HIGHLY encouraged to attend on campus presentations by 

college/university reps

ÅAll presentations will be held at either lunch or during conference in Room 2

unless otherwise announced

ÅCurrent list of  colleges and universities scheduled to visit posted in my office



ÅTri School College Fair Monday October 19th @ Servite

ÅSophomores & Juniors are highly encouraged to attend



Seminar & Naviance

ÅSophomore & Junior Seminar on Sept. 9th

ÅNavianceĄ A web-based tool for post-high school planning that reports student statistics and 
admission decisions for over 3,700 colleges

ÅStudents and families have access to four categories:

Å Colleges

Å Careers

Å About Me

Å My Planner

ÅStudents will receive their Navianceaccess code and instructional booklet during the seminar



How Do Colleges Make Decisions?

ÅTranscript

ÅStandardized Tests (SAT, SAT Subjects, ACT)

ÅActivities/Involvement

ÅPersonal Statement

ÅRecommendations 



Transcript

ÅReflects Academic Rigor

ÅEvery student at Connelly completes college prep curriculum

ÅConnellyõs graduation requirements are more difficult than the entry 
requirements for the UC and CSU systems



GPA

ÅUC & CSU systems calculate their own unique GPA using 10th and 11th year 

grades only; only from A-G courses

ÅPrivate colleges/universities generally use all four years of  high school to 

calculate GPA

ÅSENIOR YEAR DOES COUNT



Standardized Tests

ÅSAT Reasoning Test

ÅACT with writing

ÅSAT Subject Tests

ÅAP Exams



The New SAT

ÅThe PSAT/NMSQT & SAT are being redesigned

ÅFirst NEW SAT will be administered in March 2016

ÅA òblue printó of the full SAT will be available before the examõs first 
administration

ÅFree test prep will be available through Khan Academy in coordination with 

The College Board

Åwww.khanacademy.org



New SAT Format

ÅSections: Evidence Based Reading; Math; Essay (offered as optional but ALL 

students should complete the essay section)

Å3 hours + 50 minutes for essay

ÅRedesign focuses on supporting answers with evidence, relevant vocab, and 

math in real world context; designed to test the studentõs accumulated 

knowledge rather than memorized facts 



New SAT Scoring

Å400-1600 point scale; separate score for essay

ÅEvidence Based Reading & Math scored on a scale from 200-800

ÅNO penalty for wrong answers



ACT Format

ÅSections: English, Reading, Mathematics, Science & Writing

Å3 Hours 25 Minutes

ÅDesigned to be based on high school curriculum



ACT Scoring

ÅEach section is scored on a scale from 1-36

ÅSections are then averaged to obtain your overall score



Testing Timeline

ÅSophomores will take the PSAT and should take a diagnostic SAT & ACT

ÅJuniors will take the PSAT/NMSQT

ÅJuniors should plan to take the SAT and/or ACT with Writing from January-

June of  this year

ÅAll testing should be completed by December of  senior year



Registering for Tests

ÅSAT: Register through The College Board

Åwww.collegeboard.com

ÅACT: Register through ACT

Åwww.act.org

ÅRegister ~6 weeks prior to exam ðCheck deadlines!



Retesting

ÅNo penalty for taking tests multiple times

ÅScores tend to improve

ÅUse SAT Score Choice to choose which scores are sent to schools


